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The international two-year project Performing the Museum, in its first edition 

at the Museum of Contemporary Art of Vojvodina (MoCAV), consists of the group 

exhibition Archives and Power and the solo exhibition by the artist Jasmina 

Cibic entitled Building Desire.

Through artistic explorations, the exhibition Archives and Power examines the 

notion of archive as accumulated knowledge produced by various types of 

institutions, as well as other organised structures of society or individuals. Even 

though archives are “primary sources” that bear the mark of neutrality, the very 

methodology of accumulation represents a design which engages social, political 

and technological powers. The epistemological role of archives, as well their 

symbolic capital, are commensurate with their being located in the system of 

production of power. Digital technology has produced a wave of fascination with 

archives, leading us into a new era of archive fever (Derrida). One extreme of this 

trend is the romanticising of the past and the abolition of the political as part of a

deliberate or inadvertent design of memory. Another extreme is the introduction

of the ideological and the current realpolitical as a way in which we remember. 

The relationship between memory and the archive is determined by the aporia of 

archive fever, which tells us (not) to forget the archive, so that memory can occur.



Another instance examined by this exhibition is the notion of museum as an 

institution which traditionally constitutes its social role through the act of 

accumulation and care of artefacts and other objects possessing artistic, cultural 

or scientific value. Archivisation has thereby survived as one of the central 

discourses within the framework of which the identity of the museum is 

constituted in the processes of memorisation. A neuralgic spot of the museum 

process of memorisation is precisely the interpretive and performative act of the 

institution – performing the museum in society – as a potential avangardisation of

“the past” and the contemporary political role of the institution.  

The exhibition Archives and Power presents new productions of artists who 

deal with exploring and (re)interpreting certain archive (public and private) 

wholes and their discursive deposits, (de)constructing memory and projecting 

new (micro)histories, and with artistic interventions within the context of 

analysing the relationship between the museum and its symbolic power (in the 

creation of history). Artists proceed from selected case histories from the past or 

a terminological register as a resource which they recontextualise through a new

performance. Jasmina Cibic’s solo exhibition Building Desire is conceptually 

connected with the exhibition Archives and Power through the characteristic 

practice of recontextualising a historical theme. 

The project Performing the Museum of the Museum of Contemporary Art of 

Vojvodina is realised through partnership cooperation with the following 

institutions: the Museum of Contemporary Art in Zagreb, the Carinthian Gallery 

of Fine Arts in Slovenj Gradec and the Antoni Tàpies Foundation (Fundació 

Antoni Tàpies) from Barcelona.

The project Performing the Museum has come into being as a result of the 

initiative of four museums to (self-)examine, revaluate and interpret the 

museums’ resources, archives, collections and work methods so that these 

institutions could develop their potential, as a “common good”, by creating new 

knowledge and liaise with various kinds of audiences. A two-year programme 

within the framework of the project unfolding at the international level contains 

various public activities of the partner institutions: exhibitions and presentations

of contemporary and historical artistic practices, an educational portal for 

children and young people, a joint digital archive, a collection of theoretical 

papers, publications accompanying the exhibitions, expert conferences, meetings

of programme editors, numerous lectures, workshops and curatorial residencies 

during 2015 and 2016. The realisation of the project relies on the international 

cooperation of curators, artists, theorists, education experts, audience 

participation in the museums, as well as the participation of the broader public 

through the online platform. 



The exhibitions are accompanied by a three-day symposium entitled Archive 

and Power (3rd–5th November), involving the participation of experts on 

contemporary art and new media, the humanities and social sciences from Spain,

Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia within the framework of the curatorial residency 

programme. 



Symposium and curatorial residency Performing the Museum: 

ARCHIVES AND POWER

In the Museum of Contemporary Art Vojvodina, Novi Sad

 4th and 5th November 2015

November 4th 

10:00-18:00h 

Aleksandra Sekulić, theoretician and curator (reader editor): Introduction-

lecture

Presentations: Performing the Archive: 

Oriol Fontdevila, curator and art critic, The Fundació Antoni Tàpies, Barcelona 

Jasna Jakšić, curator, Museum of Contemporary Art Zagreb

Andreja Hribernik, director of Koroška galerija likovnih umetnosti, Slovenj Gradec

13:30-14:30 Lunch break

Discussion on Performing the Archive with participants

Moderation: Aleksandra Sekulić

Jasmina Cibic: presentation Building Desire

November 5th

10:00-14:00

MSUV artists-interpreters:

Zoran Todorović presentation

Doplgenger (Isidora Ilić, Boško Prostran) presentation

Isidora Todorović presentation

Saša Rakezić alias Aleksandar Zograf presentation

Disscusion with the artists

Moderation: Aleksandra Sekulić




